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U.S. STEPS UP ANTI-SMOKING CAMPAIGN 
ANNCR: 

THE U.S. GOVERNMENT IS ABOUT TO TAKE NEW MEASURES TO 
PERSUADE THE PUBLIC TO QUIT, OR NOT TO START, CIGARETTE SMOKING. 
VOA SCIENCE EDITOR LASZLO DOSA PREPARED THIS BACKGROUND REPORT. 
VOICE: 

SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE JOSEPH CALIFANO, 
A FORMER HEAVY SMOKER HIMSELF, ANNOUNCED A FOUR-PRONGED PROGRAM 
TO INFORM THE PEOPLE OF THE DANGERS OF SMOKING AND TO PERSUADE 
SMOKERS TO STOP, WHAT THE SECRETARY CALLED, THEIR "SLOW-MOTION 
SUICIDE."' CALIFANO WAS SPEAKING TO REPRESENTATIVES OF A NUMBER 
OF HEALTH AGENCIES ON THE FOURTEENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE U.S. 
SURGEON GENERAL'S REPORT WHICH HAD FOUND SMOKING DANGEROUS 
TO THE HEALTH. THE SECRETARY QUOTED THE BY NOW FAMILIAR 
STATISTICS FROM THAT REPORT WHICH PROVE, HE SAID, "THE FRIGHTENING 
KNOWLEDGE THAT CIGARETTE SMOKING IS PUBLIC HEALTH ENEMY NUMBER 
ONE IN THE UNITED STATES." 

EVEN THOUGH THERE HAS BEEN A DECLINE IN SMOKING, WITH 
MANY DOCTORS GIVING AN EXAMPLE IN QUITTING CIGARETTES, THERE IS A 
DISTURBING TREND IN THE SMOKING HABITS OF YOUNG PEOPLE. ONE OF 
THE MOST ALARMING DEVELOPMENTS SINCE SURGEON GENERAL'S REPORT 
IN 1964 HAS BEEN THE DRAMATIC INCREASE IN SMOKING BY TEENAGE 
GIRLS, 

THE GOVERNMENT'S NEW PROGRAM ON SMOKING AND HEALTH CALLS 
FOR, FIRST OF ALL, A VIGOROUS EDUCATIONAL EFFORT, SECRETARY 
CALIFANO IS REQUESTING THE NATION'S TELEVISION AND RADIO STATIONS 
TO BROADCAST MORE ANTI-SMOKING MESSAGES. AND HE IS URGING 


SCHOCL OFFICIALS ALL OVER THE COUNTRY TO DEVELOP COMPREHENSIVE 
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HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAMS DEALING WITH THE DANGERS OF SMOKING. 

THE SECOND THRUST OF THE ATTACK ON SMOKING WILL BE OF A 
REGULATORY NATURE. TO BEGIN WITH AND TO SET AN EXAMPLE, 
SECRETARY CALIFANO IS BANNING SMOKING, EXCEPT IN DESIGNATED AREAS, 
IN ALL BUILDINGS OCCUPIED BY OFFICES OF HIS DEPARTMENT OF 
HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE. HE IS URGING AVIATION AUTHORITIES 
TO ENTIRELY BAN SMOKING ABOARD COMMERCIAL AIRLINERS AND 
CALLING ON ALL STATE LEGISLATURES TO ENACT STRONG NEW "CLEAN 
INDOOR LAWS" TO PROTECT THE HEALTH OF NON-SMOKERS. 

ANOTHER PROPOSED MOVE IS TO RAISE CIGARETTE TAXES, WITH THE 
AMOUNT OF TAX DETERMINED BY THE QUANTITY OF HARMFUL SUBSTANCES -- 
TAR AND NICOTINE -~ IN A PARTICULAR BRAND OF CIGARETTES. AS 
ANOTHER INCENTIVE TO QUIT, OR NOT TO START, SMOKING, SECRETARY 
CALIFANO IS REQUESTING HEALTH, LIFE AND FIRE INSURANCE COMPANIES 
TO LOWER THEIR PREMIUMS FOR NON-SMOKERS. 

FINALLY MISTER CALIFANO IS CALLING FOR GREATLY EXPANDED AND 
COMPREHENSIVE RESEARCH INTO THE SUBJECT OF HEALTH AND SMOKING. 
THE RESULTS OF THIS RESEARCH WOULD BE INCORPORATED INTO A 
SECOND SURGEON GENERAL'S REPORT ON SMOKING. ONE QUESTION THE NEW 
RESEARCH IS EXPECTED TO ANSWER IS: WHAT METHODS AND TECHNIQUES 
ARE MOST EFFECTIVE IN HELPING PEOPLE OVERCOME THEIR ADDICTION 
TO CIGARETTES? 

SECRETARY CALIFANO'S ANTI-SMOKING CAMPAIGN HAS BEEN GREETED BY 
STRONG OPPOSITION ON THE PART OF THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY. ONE DAY 
BEFORE HE UNVEILED THE PROGRAM, A SPOKESMAN FOR THE AMERICAN 
TOBACCO INSTITUTE CHALLENGED THE SECRETARY'S RIGHT TO 
CAMPAIGN AGAINST SMOKING, CLAIMING THAT IT IS NOT AT ALL 
CERTAIN THAT SMOKING IS DANGEROUS TO HEALTH. AND THE LEGISLATURE 
OF THE STATE OF KENTUCKY, A MAJOR TOBACCO GROWING REGION, HAS 
CALLED FOR SECRETARY CALIFANO'S RESIGNATION. 
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MISTER CALIFANO, ON THE OTHER HAND HAS PROMISED THAT 
HIS DEPARTMENT WILL "PLACE THE WEIGHT OF ITS SCIENTIFIC AUTHORITY 
BEHIND PROGRAMS TO INFORM THE PUBLIC -- ESPECIALLY THE YOUNG -- 


ABOUT WHY THEY SHOULD NOT SMOKE AND HOW THEY CAN QUIT IF THEY WISH 
RK/PY 


